The IUCN Wildlife Health Specialist Group 

Membership Terms of Reference

WHSG Mandate:

The WHSG was commissioned by the IUCN Species Survival Commission to serve as a first response for wildlife health concerns around the world. This requires a focused network of regional experts primarily conducting wildlife health work in the areas of health surveillance, reporting, and response, wildlife disease management, disease ecology, diagnostics, epidemiology, pathology, toxicology, health policy and related health disciplines. Our mandate is not in the field of disease control per se, for livestock and/or human health but contributions to these sectors that are made through a better understanding of wildlife disease and its role in multispecies infections or other disease syndromes. 

Membership Criteria:

The co-chairs consider requests for membership and appoint new members on a rolling basis subject to review at the conclusion of each IUCN SSC quadrennial period. Additionally, to maximize the capability and impact of our knowledge network or experts, Co-chairs may also identify affiliate members.  Applicants need to provide a current CV, publication list and experience summary paragraph.  As a member these items will be kept on file with WHSG global coordinators in order to assist in determining expertise as wildlife health issues arise.  Members should be credible and knowledgeable professionals in their field that are able to maintain regular communication with WHSG co-chairs and the Regional Coordinator that corresponds to their country.  In line with the WHSG mandate we strive to select only those in leadership positions directly related to wildlife health work.
Member Roles and Responsibilities:

A priority mission of the WHSG is to provide timely informational resources and scientifically based advice to individuals, organizations, agencies, and governments.  Therefore, the primary responsibility of WHSG members is to provide advice, access to regional information and expert resources in order to effectively respond to local issues related to wildlife health.  In order to keep this network suitable for rapid response, members are asked to maintain up to date contact information, and to apprise the group of any changes in your roles or responsibilities that may assist in addressing health issues as they arise.  Members are encouraged to engage with WHSG Co-chairs and Regional coordinators through quarterly email updates or other means. 

Benefits of membership:

· Enhanced communication with a global network of experts in wildlife health

· Access to information exchange through the IUCN SSC and WHSG websites 

· Potential to contribute to Species, the bi-annual publication of the SSC

· Exposure to fund raising opportunities and collaborative projects under the umbrella of IUCN SSC and WHSG

