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WILDLIFE TRADE AND PANDEMIC DISEASES

FACT SHEET

Controlling the illegad trade in wildlife is a globa
conservation priority. As the world's human population,

genera economic prosperity and international trade links =

increase, so does the global demand for wild animalsand |
wildlife products. Whether for food, medicine, trophies
or exotic pets, this demand results in wildlife population
declines, species extinction, and loss of locd |
livelihoods. Now, the trade in wildlife is increasingly ||
recognized as a potentia avenue for diseases to enter
human populations and threaten our health.

Recent outbreaks of diseases such as highly pathogenic
avian influenza (Al) and severe acute respiraory
syndrome (SARS) have highlighted the importance of
the wildlife trade in the spreading of zoonotic disease.
In 2002, over 10 million people died of infectious
diseases globally, accounting for amost 20% of al |
deaths. Of the more than 1400 known infectious diseases
over 60% are zoonotic- meaning they can spread :

billion.

Key Facts

* 75% of emerging infectious diseases
are shared among humans and animals

e Emergence of HIV/AIDS, Ebola,
SARS, and Avian Influenza have all
been linked to trade, consumption,
and/or movement of wildlife

e 20% of al deaths globaly are
associated with infectious diseases

* SARS and highly pathogenic (H5N1)
avian influenza have recently cost the
global economy more than US$60
billion

between animals and people. Such zoonoses comprise 75% of all emerging infectious diseases.
The hedth, socioeconomic, and political consequences of these diseases are dramatic. Highly
pathogenic avian influenza and SARS are estimated to have cost the global economy over US$60

Thetrade in wildlife isincreasingly becoming
recognized as a potential avenue for zoonotic
pathogens to enter human populations. At the local
scale, consumption of primates results in human
cases of hemorrhagic viruses such as Ebolain Africa
Theregional trade of wild mammals may have
played arole in movement of SARS through South
East Asia, and there is compelling evidence that
SARS wasfirst transmitted to humans in wild animal
markets in Guangdong Province, China. Further, the
global pet trade was responsible for introduction of
monkeypox, a disease closaly related to smallpox,
into the United States. Fortunately, the outbreak was
contained.
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KEY STRATEGIES TO PROTECT “ONE HEALTH"

The issues surrounding the trade and consumption of wildlife are complex. For example,
wild animas are consumed locally by rural communities around the globe and represent
the only source of protein for some of the poorest people on Earth. However, increasing
affluence of burgeoning economies has dso led to a growing demand for wildlife as
trophies, traditiona medicine and as a luxury food item, driving a trade spanning many
thousands of miles, often crossing numerous international boundaries. Consequently, the
solutions to this problem will require novel approaches and new partnerships bridging
conservation, human and animal hedth sectors, law enforcement, agriculture,
socioeconomics and politics. The Wildlife Conservation Society's Field Veterinary
Program is using several key strategies to reduce the risks to human and animal hedth by:

e Conducting “One World, One Health” workshops to foster collaborations between
human and animal health practitioners, wildlife managers, the agricultural sector, law
enforcement agencies, and other relevant stakeholders. Through these workshops,
participants begin to tackle the problems associated with diseases that spread among
wildlife, people, and their animas. Discussion of the wildlife trade plays a prominent
role in these workshops. We have held workshops in New York City and Bangkok,
and will be hosting a meeting in Bejing. The workshops help to break down
traditional interdisciplinary barriers and promote innovative solutions to these complex
problems.

* Conducting research, in collaboration with universities and other non-governmental
organizations, on the emergence of disease related to species that commonly appear in
the wildlife trade. We have investigated the role of consumption of wildlife in recent
Ebola outbreaks. We are aso initiating a project to monitor the occurrence of diseases
related to the Asian wildlife trade.

e Supporting projects in Latin America and Africa to improve the hedth and
consequently the productivity of domestic animals. These actions reduce loca
hunting and consumption of  wildlife, increase access to protein for loca
communities, and reduce potential for disease transmisson among wildlife and
people.
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For more information or to support the
WCS-Field Vet Program'’s

“One World - One Health” initiative,
please visit:

www.fieldvet.org, or
www.oneworldonehealth.org
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